St. John’s Episcopal Church

8 Sunnyside Avenue
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570
(914) 769-0053 www.stjohnspleasantville.org
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius, Rector

CHRISTMAS I
24 DECEMBER 20 20
4 PM H OLY E UCHARIST
Our mission is to restore all people to unity with God and each other, in Christ. (BCP 855)
We will distribute Eucharistic bread only at this time; all COVID safety protocols will be
observed. All are welcome to come to the table at St. John’s; if you have been baptized
please share in the bread and wine. If at this moment in your spiritual journey you desire a
blessing, it will be our privilege to share in that blessing with you, simply fold your arms
across your heart.

THE WORD OF GOD
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Please join in saying:

GLORY TO GOD
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ:
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold
him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE LESSONS
A Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 96
1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2 Sing to the Lord and bless the divine name; *
proclaim the good news of our salvation from day to day.
3 Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations *
and the wonders of God among all peoples.
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, *
more to be feared than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is you, O Lord, who made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of your presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of your sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the divine name; *
bring offerings and come into the courts of the Lord.
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before God.
10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord reigns! *
The Lord who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved
will judge the peoples with equity.”
11 Let the heavens rejoice,
and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord who is coming, *
who is coming to judge the earth.
13 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with truth.
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A READING FROM TITUS 2:11-14
Read by: Volunteer
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are selfcontrolled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself
for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his
own who are zealous for good deeds.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Deacon:
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People:
Glory to you Lord Christ.
n those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
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"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]
After the Gospel, the Deacon says:
Deacon:
The Gospel of our Lord.
People:
Praise to you Lord Christ.
Please be seated for:

THE SERMON

The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius

THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FORM III)
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest.
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for all those suffering with COVID-19, those who are quarantined and those
anxious in the uncertainty of this constantly evolving pandemic. Especially Susan. We pray
for all those struggling to find the light of Christ in this frequently forbidding world.
We pray for peace and unity among us as we seek a new way forward as people of faith. We
pray for our Nation may we work to build harmony.
We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Laura
O’Malley (John & Clare McAndrew’s niece), Amity Curry, Yumi, Linda Hill, Ronald
Garvey, Max, Anne, Cathy, Barbara, Ellie Ruvo, Steven Schubert, Martha Thornley and
Shlomo Teladano.
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We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, John
& Lee Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Ronald Acheson, Jim, Marge, Joe Smith, Carolyn
Damiano, Deanna Ammirato and Bill & Dorothy D'Amato. We pray for those
struggling with chronic illness, especially: Liz & Jeff Daniele, Andrew Tom, Rena
Kaplan, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, Martha, Gerald,
Marilyn Griffin, Joyce, Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, and Jeff.
We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. We pray for those who have died,
especially, the over 290,000 in this country who have died from COVID-19. We pray for
those in our hearts whom we now name, either silently or aloud.
The Collect at the Prayers: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that
we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in
glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest, stands and says
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

THE PEACE
Celebrant:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Celebrant:
LET US WITH GLADNESS PRESENT THE OFFERINGS AND
OBLATIONS OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR TO THE LORD
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, you heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C
In this prayer, the lines in bold italics are spoken by the People.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.

Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies,
suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

By your will they were created and have their being.
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From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and
betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it
to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of
thanksgiving,

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
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Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah,
Jacob, Leah and Rachael; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to
this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,
from generation to generation.

THE GREAT AMEN
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant:

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FRACTION
Celebrant:
People:

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

THE INVITATION
Celebrant:

The gifts of God, for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant:
All:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the
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spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

BLESSING
THE DISMISSAL
Deacon:
People:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Christmas Eve 2020
Christmas Pageant online 6pm premiere. Please tune in to our YouTube
Channel
Stewardship Update
Our pledges are now approaching $90,000 with 34 pledgers, we need to be at $120K to
sustain our Parish through 2021. While this may seem to be a substantial gap for us to close
in it is our customary threshold of congregational participation.. Please, if you have not yet
made your 2021 Pledge to St. John’s please do so at your earliest convenience. Pledge cards
available on our website, stjohnspleasantville.org.
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius mothermarystjohns@gmail.com
The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal
lynn.werdal@gmail.com
Parish Administrator stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com
Megan Whalen, Parish Bookkeeper bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com
Warren Blyden
Cindy Sullivan, Warden
csullivan914@gmail.com
Matt Ruvo, Junior Warden
mattrsunset@yahoo.com
Ken Foley, Treasurer foleyken6@gmail.com
Vestry: Ken Foley, Laura Simpson, Jim Dirlam, Sarah Hoadley, Lynn Russell, Joan ScireVitkevich, Philippa Seltzer-Muschko
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