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This morning we celebrate a Service of  Morning Prayer. This service is taken 
from the 1979 Book of  Common Prayer. Words printed in bold are spoken by 
the congregation. 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  

PRELUDE  

Wade in the water,  
wade in the water, children,  
Wade in the water,  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
  
1See that host all dressed in white,  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.  
The leader looks like the Israelite,  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.  
  Refrain 
 
2 See that band all dressed in red,  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.  
Looks like the band that Moses led,  

God’s a-gonna trouble the water.  
Refrain 
  
3 Look over yonder, what do I see?  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
 The Holy Ghost a-coming on me,  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
  Refrain 

Wade in the Water 
LEVAS #143 

Lead by Angela Berg  
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4 If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.  

Just follow me down to Jordan’s stream,  
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.  

  
Refrain 
 
Words: Traditional 
Music: Negro Spirutual; arr. Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from The Haywood Collection of Negro Spirituals 
 

THE OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant: Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
(Isaiah 60:3)) 

CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Officiant: The Lord has shone forth glory. 
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People:  Come let us adore him. 
 

Venite  Psalm 95:1-7 
 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.  

2 Let us come before the presence of the Lord with thanksgiving *  
and raise a loud shout to God with psalms.  

3 For you, O Lord, are a great God, *  
and a great sovereign above all gods.  

4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
and the heights of the hills are yours also.  

5 The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
and your hands have molded the dry land.  

6 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

7 For you are our God, and we are the people of your pasture  
and the sheep of your hand. *  

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!  
 

PSALM 29 Afferte Domino  
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *  

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due the divine name; *  

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; *  

the Lord is upon the mighty waters.  
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *  
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; *  
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon,  
6 and makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *  

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  
7 The voice of the Lord *  
splits the flames of fire;  

8 the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; *  
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe *  
and strips the forests bare.  
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And in the temple of the Lord *  
all are crying, “Glory!”  

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *  
the Lord sits enthroned as sovereign for evermore.  

11 The Lord shall give strength to this people; *  
the Lord shall give this people the blessing of peace.  

 

A READING FROM ACTS 19:1-7 
Read by: Rosemary Carlough 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether 
there were about twelve of them.  
    
  Reader:  The Word of the Lord.     
  People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel According to Mark 1:4-11 

Reader: The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and 
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
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  Deacon:  The Word of the Lord. 

  People:  Thanks be to God. 

THE HOMILY The Rt. Rev. Mary Glasspool 

The Peace      May the peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 

The Offertory Sentence: I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.    Romans 12:1  

 
1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, 
 God’s Spirit on you came, 
 as peaceful as a dove and yet 
 as urgent as a flame. 
  
2 God called you his belovèd Son, 
 called you his servant true, 
 sent you his kingdom to proclaim, 
 his holy will to do. 
  
3 Straightway and steadfast until death 
 you then obeyed his call 
 freely as Son of Man to serve 
 and give your life for all. 
  
4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, 
 your cross on us be signed, 
 that, likewise in God’s service we 
 may perfect freedom find. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

Christ when for us you were Baptized 
Hymn #121 

Lead by Angela Berg  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES: SET B 

V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.  
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PRAYER LIST 

We pray for all those suffering with COVID-19, Especially Susan.  

We pray for all those struggling to find the light of Christ in this skeptical world. 

We pray for peace and unity among us as we seek a new way forward as people of faith.  

We pray for our Nation may we work to build harmony. 

We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Laura  
O’Malley (John & Clare McAndrew’s niece), Amity Curry, Yumi, Linda Hill, Ronald 
Garvey, Max, Anne, Cathy, Barbara, Ellie Ruvo, Steven Schubert, Martha Thornley and 
Shlomo Teladano.  

We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, John & 
Lee Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Ronald Acheson, Jim, Marge, Joe Smith, Carolyn 
Damiano, Deanna Ammirato and Bill & Dorothy D'Amato.  

We pray for those struggling with chronic illness, especially: Liz & Jeff Daniele, Andrew 
Tom, Rena Kaplan, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, Martha, 
Gerald, Marilyn Griffin, Joyce, Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, and Jeff.  

We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American 
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.  

We pray for those who have died, especially, the over 360,000 in this country who have 
died from COVID-19.  

We pray for those in our hearts whom we now name, either silently or aloud. 

The Collect at the Prayers: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant 
that we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming 
in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that 
this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
 
The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. 
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We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all 
for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for 
the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of 
your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 

Announcements 

 

THE BLESSING     THE REV MARY B. GREGORIUS 

 

DISMISSAL 
Deacon: Let us bless the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 
Like those referenced in Luke’s Book of  Acts, we have been baptized 
in the name of  Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit has come upon us and we 
must now prophesy the Good News. Please pledge your support to 
spreading of  God’s Word in a skeptical world. 
 
 
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius mothermarystjohns@gmail.com 
The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal lynn.werdal@gmail.com 
Parish Administrator stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com 
Megan Whalen, Parish Bookkeeper bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com 
Cindy Sullivan, Warden csullivan914@gmail.com 
Matt Ruvo, Junior Warden mattrsunset@yahoo.com 
Ken Foley, Treasurer foleyken6@gmail.com 
Vestry: Ken Foley, Laura Simpson, Jim Dirlam, Sarah Hoadley, Lynn Russell, Joan Scire-
Vitkevich, Philippa Seltzer-Muschko  
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