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This morning we celebrate a Service of Morning Prayer. This service is taken from the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer. Words printed in bold are spoken by the congregation. 
 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  

PRELUDE  

 
1 Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 
of our life’s wild, restless sea, 
day by day his clear voice soundeth, 
saying, “Christian, follow me;” 
 
3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world’s golden store; 
from each idol that would keep us, 
saying, “Christian, love me more. 
 
5 Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 
Savior, make us hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thine obedience, 
serve and love thee best of all. 
 

THE OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant:  “…the people of Nineveh declared a fast…When God saw what the did,                         

 God changed [God’s] mind about [bringing calamity] upon them.” (Jonah 3:10) 

 

Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult  

Hymn  #550, vs. 1,3,5 

Lead by Angela Berg  
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CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 

repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 

the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 

People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
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For since by a man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 
Officiant: The mercy of the Lord is everlasting;  
People:  Come let us adore him.  

 
PSALM 62 :6-14 Nonne Deo 

   
6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

truly, my hope is in him. 
7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 

11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

that power belongs to God. 
14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 

for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

 
A READING FROM 1 COR 7:29-31  

Read by: Robbin Levy 
 

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 
who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though 
they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.   
 



 

5 

  Reader:  The Word of the Lord.     
  People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

12     A SONG OF CREATION     Benedicite, omnia opera Domini  

          Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65  
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.. 
Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 

    O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 
Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 

    all winds and fire and heat. 
Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 

drops of dew and flakes of snow. 
Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
    O shining light and enfolding dark. 

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK 1:14-20 
Reader: The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal 

 
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe 

in the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and 
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followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left 

their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

  Deacon:  The Word of the Lord. 

  People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
THE HOMILY The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal 
 
THE PEACE      May the peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE: I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.    Romans 12:1  

1 I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
no turning back, no turning back. 
 

2 Though none go with me, I still will follow; 
though none go with me, I still will follow; 
though none go with me, I still will follow; 
no turning back, no turning back. 
 
3 The world behind me, the cross before me; 
the world behind me, the cross before me, 
the world behind me, the cross before me; 
no turning back, no turning back.  

I have decided to follow Jesus 

LEVAS Hymn  #136 

Lead by Angela Berg  
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray. 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES: SET A 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
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R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  

 

PRAYER LIST 

We pray for all those suffering with COVID-19, Cindy and Dave.  

We pray for all those struggling to find the light of Christ in this skeptical world. 

We pray for peace and unity among us as we seek a new way forward as people of faith.  

We pray for our Nation may we work to build harmony. We pray for our newly inaugurated 
President & Vice-President . 

We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Laura  
O’Malley (John & Clare McAndrew’s niece), Amity Curry, Yumi, Linda Hill, Ronald 
Garvey, Max, Anne, Cathy, Barbara, Ellie Ruvo, Steven Schubert, Martha Thornley and 
Shlomo Teladano.  

We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, John & 
Lee Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Ronald Acheson, Jim, Marge, Joe Smith, Carolyn 
Damiano, Deanna Ammirato and Bill & Dorothy D'Amato.  

We pray for those struggling with chronic illness, especially: Liz & Jeff Daniele, Andrew 
Tom, Rena Kaplan, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, Martha, 
Gerald, Marilyn Griffin, Joyce, Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, and Jeff.  

We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American 
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.  

We pray for those who have died, especially, the over 400,000 in this country who have 
died from COVID-19.  

We pray for those in our hearts whom we now name, either silently or aloud. 

The Collect at the Prayers: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant 
that we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming 
in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to 
all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the 
glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve 
you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; 
that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through 
the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO ST FRANCIS 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that 
we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  
 

Announcements 
 

THE BLESSING     THE REV. DEACON LYNN WERDAL 

 

DISMISSAL  Deacon: Let us bless the Lord! 

  People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 
Simon, Andrew, James and John answer immediately when they heard God’s call; in our 
Collect today we prayed that we too might have the courage to answer God’s call 
immediately. Where do we learn this courage if not in our gathered community? Please 
support the gift of courage here at St. John’s. If you have not yet made your 2021 Pledge 
to St. John’s please do so at your earliest convenience. Pledge cards available on our 
website, stjohnspleasantville.org.  
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The Pleasantville Emergency Food Pantry  
NEEDS YOUR HELP 

The pantry has moved from the Methodist Church, building is being closed down, to a 
site on Commerce St. in Hawthorne for which they pay rent. Please donate  
either food or funds through St. John’s. 

 
 

NOTICE OF UPCOMING ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:  

7 February 2021 at 12 noon 
Via ZOOM 

Please submit Reports to Megan Whalen at  
stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com 

 

CALENDAR: 

Tuesday Noon Prayers, via ZOOM, watch for link 
Wednesday Bible Study, we are taking up Paul’s Letter to the Romans, via ZOOM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius mothermarystjohns@gmail.com 
The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal lynn.werdal@gmail.com 
Parish Administrator stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com 
Megan Whalen, Parish Bookkeeper bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com 
Cindy Sullivan, Warden csullivan914@gmail.com 
Matt Ruvo, Junior Warden mattrsunset@yahoo.com 
Ken Foley, Treasurer foleyken6@gmail.com 
Hal Gregorius, Videographer, 
Raphael Wong,  video editor 
Angela Berg,  Cantor 
Webmaster, Jonathan Pytell.  
Vestry: Ken Foley, Laura Simpson, Jim Dirlam, Sarah Hoadley, Lynn Russell, Joan Scire-

Vitkevich, Philippa Seltzer-Muschko  
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12 


