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This morning we celebrate with an abridged service of Morning Prayer. This service is 
taken from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Words printed in bold are spoken by the 
congregation 

ORDER  OF  WORSHIP  

PRELUDE 

OPENING HYMN: 178  Love’s Redeeming Work is Done  Savannah 

 

 

THE OPENING SENTENCE 

Officiant: On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Psalm 118:24 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION 

 
Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
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forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Officiant: Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed: 
People:  Come let us adore him. Alleluia! 

CANTICLE: Gloria in excelsis 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High,    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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PSALM 133 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 
when brethren live together in unity! 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 
that runs down upon the beard, 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore. 

 

A READING FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN 1:1-2:2 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy 
may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 
him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

  Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
  People:  Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE 9: The First Song of  Isaiah 

Surely, it is God who saves me; *  
I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  
and he will be my Savior.  

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  
from the springs of salvation.  

And on that day you shall say, *  
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

Make his deeds known among the peoples; *  
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  
and this is known in all the world.  

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, *  
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 20:19-31 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

  Deacon:  The Word of the Lord. 
  People:  Thanks be to God. 

THE HOMILY The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius 

THE PEACE      May the peace of the Lord be always with you.  

 And also with you 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself; an 

offering and a sacrifice for us. (Ephesians 5:2) 

Offertory Hymn 490       I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light               Houston 
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8 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth; 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

SUFFRAGES: SET A 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
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PRAYER LIST 
We pray for all those suffering with COVID-19.   

We pray for all those struggling to find the light of Christ in this skeptical world  

We pray for peace and unity among us as we seek a new way forward as people of faith.   

We pray for our Nation may we work to build harmony.   

We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Bob Gowen, 

Yumi, Linda Hill, Ronald Garvey, Max, Anne, Cathy, Barbara, Hudson Beauregard; 

Ellie Ruvo, Steven Schubert, Martha Thornley and Shlomo Teladano 

We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, John & 

Lee Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Jim, Marge, Joe Smith, Carolyn Damiano, Deanna 

Ammirato and Bill & Dorothy D'Amato.  

We pray for the family of Joshua Goldberg. 

We pray for those struggling with chronic illness, especially: Liz & Jeff Daniele, Andrew 

Tom, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, Gerald, Marilyn Griffin, 

Joyce, Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, and Jeff.  

We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American 

Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. 

We pray for those who have died, especially the over 550,000 in this country who have died 
from COVID-19 
 
Officiant: Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of 

the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving 
embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in 
love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of 
you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship 
of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE 

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done 
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to 
give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless 
you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means 
of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THE BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN 192   This joyful Eastertide   Vreuchten 
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DISMISSAL  Deacon:   Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord! 
   People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
In the portion of 1John read this morning, the author declares fellowship with those who 
hear the truth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Further stating that sharing this truth brings 
the author and his associates, complete joy. This is the truth, we are invited to share in the 
declaration of God’s Truth and in that find our joy complete.  
 
Your pledge furthers the telling of God’s Truth. Please, if you have not yet made your  
financial pledge to St. John’s, consider doing so today. Thank you and may God bless you 
in this Eastertide. 
 
TUESDAY NOON ZOOM PRAYERS & CHAT:  Join us via ZOOM for a brief moment of 
calm in your all to hectic day.   
 
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY: at 11am; ZOOM link sent out in This Week @ St. John’s. We 
are working our way through Paul’s Letter to the Romans, now on Chapter 8. You are wel-
come to join us. 
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