St. John’s Episcopal Church
8 Sunnyside Avenue, Pleasantville, NY 10570
stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com (914) 769-0053
www.stjohnspleasantville.org
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius, Rector

The Nineth Sunday after Pentecost
July 25, 2021
Morning Prayer: Rite Two 9:30AM
Our mission is to restore all people to unity with God and each other, in Christ. (BCP 855)
The Miracle of the Loves and Fishes—James Tissot

This morning we celebrate with an abridged service of Morning Prayer. This service is
taken from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Words printed in bold are spoken by the
congregation

ORDER

OF

WORSHIP

PRELUDE
OPENING HYMN: #304 vs 1,3,&5

I come with joy to meet my Lord

2

THE

OPENING SENTENCE

Officiant:

I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord”.
(Psalm 122:1)

CONFESSION OF SIN & ABSOLUTION
Deacon:

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence
All:

Officiant:

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
Officiant:
People:

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia

PSALM 14
1 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” *
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;
there is none who does any good.
2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, *
to see if there is any who is wise,
if there is anyone who seeks after God.
3 Every one has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; *
there is none who does good; no, not one.
4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers *
who eat up my people like bread
and do not call upon the Lord?
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5 See how they tremble with fear, *
because God is in the company of the righteous.
6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, *
but the Lord is their refuge.
7 Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! *
When the Lord restores the fortunes of this people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad.

ANTIPHON
Officiant:
People:

The earth is the Lord's for God made it:
Come let us adore our God.

CANTICLE 3 THE SONG OF MARY Magnificat
My soul doth magnify the Lord, *
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded *
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, *
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him *
throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm; *
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, *
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, *
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE 2ND BOOK OF KINGS 4:42-44
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God:
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the
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people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred
people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord,
‘They shall eat and have some left.’” He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,
according to the word of the Lord.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 11 THE THIRD SONG OF ISAIAH
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS 3:14-21
I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes
its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you
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may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN 6:1-21
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival
of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test
him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the
people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about
five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When
they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing
may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves,
left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that
he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the
world.”
When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king,
he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across
the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were
terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into
the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.
Deacon:
People:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE HOMILY
THE PEACE

The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius
May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for
us; an offering and a sacrifice to God

Offertory Hymn #635

If thou but trust in God to guide thee
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
Officiant:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Officiant:
Let us pray.
Officiant and People
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES: SET A
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
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R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

PRAYER LIST
We pray for all those suffering with COVID-19.
We pray for all those struggling to find the light of Christ in this skeptical world
We pray for peace and unity among us as we seek a new way forward as people of faith.
We pray for our Nation may we work to build harmony.
We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Bob Gowen,
Yumi, Linda Hill, Ronald Garvey, Max, Anne, Cathy, Barbara, Hudson Beauregard;
Ellie Ruvo, Natalie, Linda Hill, and Anna Asatrian
We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, John &
Lee Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Roberta Darrigrand; Jim, Marge, Joe Smith, Carolyn
Damiano, Deanna Ammirato and Bill & Dorothy D'Amato.
We pray for those struggling with chronic illness, especially: Liz & Jeff Daniele, Andrew
Tom, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, Gerald, Marilyn Griffin,
Joyce, Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, Carol White, Steven Schubert and
Jeff.
We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.
We pray for those who have died, especially the over 600,000 in this country who have died
from COVID-19

Officiant:

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully
accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong,
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our
ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the
things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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A COLLECT FOR MARY MAGDALENE
Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene and called her to bear
witness to his resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may be healed of
all our infirmities and know you in the power of unending life; who with you and
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our
Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray,
give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may
show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our
selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN #693 1, 4, &5

Just as I am
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DISMISSAL

Deacon:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord!

People:

Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
STEWARDSHIP
Two stories of God feeding the people, how do you suppose so many were fed with
so little? Some will answer that when each of us adds our generosity to God to
another's generosity to God , all are fed. Others that giving from our first fruits of
our harvest gives an extraordinary bounty for all. Still others that God is able to
provide for all our needs. Food for thought. Give generously , receive bountifully.

11

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
How are you with a paint brush? Are you an organizer? Perhaps you are a gardener? A
techie perhaps, who likes filming/videography? A knack for marketing/communications?
Can manage a copier? Would your Spanish get you more than a cup of coffee? A numbers
person, you say? Accounting whiz? Enjoy getting to know new folks?
Then St. John’s needs your help!
Please contact Warden Matt Ruvo; mattsunset@yahoo.com or The Rev Mary B.
Gregorius, mothermarystjohns@gmail.com to sign up to volunteer
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MY GUARDIAN AND ME ADVENTURE BIBLE CAMP—Looking for fun with the kids
August 2-6? The people of Good Shepherd would like to invite families at St. Johns to join
us! Daily outdoor adventures, come when you can. Contact Megan Whalen to register
(bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com).
BAPTISM: The beginning of our new life in Christ will be celebrated at St. John's Episcopal
Church on Sunday September 12th, 2021. Pease contact Mother Mary +for information
CONFIRMATION: Confirmation is when we celebrate the beginning of our adult journey
with Jesus Christ. The Church takes preparation for this transition in our lives seriously.
Classes will begin September 14th, 2021 for anyone 7th grade and above. Please contact
Mother Mary+ for more information
TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER ZOOM: As we begin to pick up our in office work
schedules, please consider beginning your day in prayer together. ZOOM link in TW@SJ
or click here. Meeting ID 847 0590 3160
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY: at 11am; ZOOM link in This Week @ St. John’s. Please join us
in wrestling with Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews.

ST. JOHN’S STAFF:
Rector:
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius mothermarystjohns@gmail.com
Deacon Emerita:
The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal
lynn.werdal@gmail.com
Organist:
Warren Blyden
quintiton@gmail.com
Parish Administrator:
stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com
Parish Bookkeeper: Megan Whalen
bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com
Administrative Warden:
Debbie Paruolo
dparuolo@aol.com
Property Warden:
Matt Ruvo
mattrsunset@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Ken Foley
foleyken6@gmail.com
Videographer
Hal Gregorius
Video Editor
Raphael Wong
Cantor
Angela Berg
Web Master Jonathan Pytell
Vestry:
Ken Foley, Laura Simpson, Jim Dirlam, Sarah Hoadley, Lynn Russell, Joan
Scire-Vitkevich, Philippa Seltzer-Muschko
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