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AN INVITATION TO THIS SERVICE
This service is taken from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Words printed in bold are
spoken by the congregation. All are welcome at Christ’s table. We welcome baptized
Christians of any tradition to share in the bread and wine. If you have not yet been
baptized, or would prefer to receive a blessing from the Priest, indicate this by crossing
your arms over your heart.

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR HOLY BAPTISM
PRELUDE

THE WORD OF GOD
 Please stand as you are able and join in singing:

OPENING HYMN LEVAS #143

“Wade in the Water”
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OPENING ACCLAMATION
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that
your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.
 Please be seated for The Lessons.

A READING FROM THE HEBREW TESTAMENT

Proverbs 1: 20-33

Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At the busiest corner she
cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: “How long, O simple ones, will you
love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate
knowledge? Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my
words known to you. Because I have called and you refused, have stretched out my hand
and no one heeded, and because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of
my reproof, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, when
panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and
anguish come upon you. Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek
me diligently, but will not find me. Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the
fear of the Lord, would have none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof, therefore
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they shall eat the fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. For waywardness
kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them; but those who listen to me
will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 19
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, *
and the firmament shows the handiwork of the Lord.
2 One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,
4 their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world
5 In the deep has God set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *
the testimony of the Lord is sure
and gives wisdom to the innocent
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, *
more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, *
than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often they offend? *
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; *
let them not get dominion over me;
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then shall I be whole and sound, *
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart
be acceptable in your sight; *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO JAMES 31-12
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a
bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them,
yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can
tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.?
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

 Please stand as you are able and join in singing:

SEQUENCE HYMN MHSO #20

Celtic Alleluia
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
Deacon:
People:

Mark 8: 27-38

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you Lord Christ.

 Please be seated for:

THE SERMON

The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES
Celebrant:

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

The candidates are presented by their Parents & Godparents, as follows:
Parents & Godparents:
Celebrant:
Parents & Godparents:

I present Holly Brooke Swierupski and Jack Maurer
Rhatigan to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Will you be responsible for seeing that the children you
present are brought up in the Christian faith and life?
I will, with God's help.
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Celebrant:

Will you by your prayers and witness help these children to
grow into the full stature of Christ?
Parents & Godparents:
I will, with God's help.
Then the Celebrant asks the following of the parents & godparents who speak on behalf of the infants &
younger children:
Celebrant:
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel
against God?
People:
I renounce them.
Celebrant:
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy
the creatures of God?
People:
I renounce them.
Celebrant:
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
People:
I renounce them.
Celebrant:
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
People:
I do.
Celebrant:
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
People:
I do.
Celebrant:
Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
People:
I do.
The Celebrant addresses the congregation:
Celebrant:
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these
persons in their life in Christ?
People:
We will.
Celebrant:
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew
our own baptismal covenant.

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

Celebrant:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
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People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting.
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of the bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent
and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the
dignity of every human being?
I will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE
The Celebrant then says to the congregation:
Celebrant:

Let us now pray for Holly Brooke Swierupski and Jack Maurer Rhatigan
who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
The Celebrant leads the following petitions:
Celebrant:
Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer
Celebrant:
Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant:
Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People:
Lord, hear our prayer.
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Celebrant:

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your
Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come
again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant:
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit
moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of
Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son
Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from
the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water:
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that
those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever
in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for
ever. Amen.

THE BAPTISM
Celebrant:

Holly Brooke Swierupski and Jack Maurer Rhatigan , I baptize you in the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have
bestowed upon this your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised
them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit.
Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder
in all your works. Amen.
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The Priest places a hand on the children’s heads, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross and says:
Holly Brooke Swierupski and Jack Maurer Rhatigan , you are sealed by the
Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.
Celebrant:
Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All:
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ
crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal
priesthood.

THE PEACE
Celebrant:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:

And also with you.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE HOLY COMMUNION
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Celebrant:

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us; an offering and a
sacrifice to God

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“Day by Day” (Godspell) Sung By: Angela Berg

DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, you heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D
In this prayer, the lines in bold are spoken by the People.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise
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Celebrant Continues
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding
the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving
voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you,
and glorify your Name, as we say,
Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Celebrant Continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners,
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
Celebrant Continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Bob Gowen,
Yumi, Ronald Garvey, Max, Anne, Linda Hill, Cathy, Barbara, Howard Flemming,
Hudson Beauregard; Ellie Ruvo, Joyce Makimi, Rosemary Recine, Robert Lynch, and
Angela Carrozzo
We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, John &
Lee Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Roberta Darrigrand; Jim, Marge, Joe Smith, Carolyn
Damiano, Deanna Ammirato , and Bill & Dorothy D'Amato.
We pray for those struggling with chronic illness, especially: Liz & Jeff Daniele, Andrew
Tom, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, Gerald, Marilyn Griffin,
Joyce, Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, Carol White, Steven Schubert, and
Jeff.
We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem.
We pray for those who have died, especially Edwina and the over 630,000 in this country
who have died from COVID-19
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And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor with
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Celebrant:

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray:

All:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
for ever. Amen

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Celebrant:

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People:

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Celebrant:

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.

 Please join in singing:

THE COMMUNION HYMN #312

“Strengthen for Service Lord”
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 Please stand as you are able

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant:
All:

Let us pray.
Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that
we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you
have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11TH
Pastoral word from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on 20th anniversary of Sept. 11
As followers of Jesus, and with our siblings in other faith traditions, we place great value
on the act of remembrance. As we reflect on the solemn anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001, we
remember many loved ones lost and first responders who put their lives at risk, modeling
the sacrificial love of Jesus, who said: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends.”
While 20 years have passed, I also want us to pause and remember the days that followed
these tragic events. There was a moment in the aftermath when people came together. We
were praying, grieving, and also working together. Because in that moment, however
fleeting it was, we knew with immediacy and vulnerability that we need God, and we need
each other.
Memories of that tender cooperation—of love for each other as neighbors—serve as
guiding lights for the present. Amidst the ongoing pandemic and natural disasters that have
taken so many lives and pushed first responders to their limits, and amidst a worldwide
reckoning with the sin of racism, we are called to become the Beloved Community whose
way of life is the way of Jesus and his way of love.
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THE BLESSING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore . Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
 Please join in singing:

THE CLOSING HYMN #675 VS 1, 4 & 5

“Take up your cross

THE DISMISSAL
Deacon:
People:

Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of
the Spirit.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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STEWARDSHIP
At the Baptism of a child we, the full congregation of witnesses, vow to do all in our
power to support these persons in their life in Christ. That is Stewardship with a capital S;
that is a bold promise and one the Church takes seriously. This is one of the reasons why
the Episcopal Church does not charge for Christian Education. We have made a vow to
God to support each other in our life in Christ. Please, consider teaching Sunday School,
attend Bible Study, join in discussions and prayer. We made a vow, to God.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS MOTHER MARY—Today Mother Mary celebrates her anniversary
of ordination into priesthood. Give her a socially distanced congratulations!
CONFIRMATION: Confirmation is when we celebrate the beginning of our adult journey
with Jesus Christ. The Church takes preparation for this transition in our lives seriously.
Classes will begin September 14th, 2021 for anyone 7th grade and above. We will meet
from 5-7pm in the Kitchen. Please contact Mother Mary+ for more information
TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER 8:00AM As we begin to pick up our in office work schedules, please consider beginning your day in prayer together. ZOOM link in TW@SJ or
click here. Meeting ID 847 0590 3160
THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY: 11:00AM; For as long as COVID-Delta allows, we will meet
at the Pleasantville Diner for Bible Study. Please join us in discussing 1 Samuel.
THRIFT SHOP: The thrift shop is open Saturdays from 10-2. We are seeking volunteers
for 2 hour shifts to help out our regular staff. We have had staff changes since Covid-19
and have a smaller pool to draw from. Here is a link to our updated Sign Up Genius.
GENERAL VOLUNTEERS: Are you an organizer? Perhaps you are a gardener? A techie
who likes videography? A knack for communications? Would your Spanish get you more
than a cup of coffee? A numbers person? Accounting whiz? Enjoy getting to know new
folks? St. John’s needs your help! Contact Warden Matt Ruvo; mattsunset@yahoo.com or
The Rev Mary B. Gregorius, mothermarystjohns@gmail.com to sign up to volunteer

ST. JOHN’S STAFF:
Rector:
The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius mothermarystjohns@gmail.com
Deacon Emerita:
The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal
lynn.werdal@gmail.com
Organist:
Warren Blyden
quintiton@gmail.com
Parish Administrator:
stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com
Parish Bookkeeper: Megan Whalen
bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com
Administrative Warden:
Debbie Paruolo
dparuolo@aol.com
Property Warden:
Matt Ruvo
mattrsunset@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Ken Foley
foleyken6@gmail.com
Videographer
Hal Gregorius
Video Editor
Raphael Wong
Cantor
Angela Berg
Web Master Jonathan Pytell
Vestry:
Ken Foley, Laura Simpson, Jim Dirlam, Sarah Hoadley, Lynn Russell,
Joan Scire-Vitkevich, Philippa Seltzer-Muschko
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