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AN INVITATION TO THIS SERVICE 

This service is taken from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Words printed in bold are 
spoken by the congregation.  All are welcome at Christ’s table. We welcome baptized 

Christians of any tradition to share in the bread and wine. If you have not yet been 
baptized, or would prefer to receive a blessing from the Priest, indicate this by crossing 

your arms over your heart. 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 We begin in silence -  Please stand as you are able 

THE PENITENTIAL ORDER 

Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People: God’s mercy endures for ever.  

THE DECALOGUE  

Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
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You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen. Lord have mercy..  

Celebrant:   If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
  us. But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
  sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    (1 John 1:8,9). 

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence 

All: God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness in 
each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent 
of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done 
on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior 
Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen.  

Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

 Please join in singing: 

LORD HAVE MERCY—KYRIE  
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: 
Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know 
the weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 Please be seated for The Lessons. 

A READING FROM THE HEBREW TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 

Read by: The Wood Family 

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance 
to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit 
of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and 
you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to 
him, "Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that 
the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us." When the priest takes the basket from your 
hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response 
before the Lord your God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into 
Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, 
mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing 
hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice 
and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs 
and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have 
given me." You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before 
the Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among 
you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to 
your house.  

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 91: 1-2, 9-16 
Led by: The Wood Family 

1 Those who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, *  
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 

 They shall say to the Lord, “You are our refuge and our stronghold, *  
our God in whom we put our trust.”  

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, *  
and the Most High your habitation,  

10 there shall no evil happen to you, *  
neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 

 11 For the angels of God shall have charge over you, *  
to keep you in all your ways.  

12 They shall bear you in their hands, *  
lest you dash your foot against a stone.  

13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; *  
you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet. 

 14 “Because they are bound to me in love, *  
therefore will I deliver them;  

I will protect them, *  
because they know my name.  
15 They shall call upon me, *  

and I will answer them;  
I am with them in trouble; *  

I will rescue them and bring them to honor.  
16 With long life will I satisfy them, *  

and show them my salvation.”   

A READING FROM THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS:  8b-13 

Read by: The Wood Family 

"The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and 
so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, "No 
one who believes in him will be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, "Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
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Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 Please stand as you are able 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4: 1-13 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 
the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate 
nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said 
to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." Jesus 
answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone.'" 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And 
the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been 
given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours." Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only 
him.'" 

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 
to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, 'He 
will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,' and 'On their hands they will bear 
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 

Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" When the devil 
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

Celebrant: The Gospel of our Lord. 

People: Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 Please be seated for: 

THE SERMON THE REVEREND MARY B GREGORIUS  
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 Please stand as you are able and say: 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  



8 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (FORM III)  

Leader : Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 

Leader : Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader:  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Silence 

We pray for those who are in the hospital or home recuperating, especially: Susan Matsen, 
Tom Acheson, Frederic, Peter, Bob Gowen, Yumi, Ronald Garvey, Max, Anne, 
Cathy, Barbara, Howard Flemming, Ellie Ruvo, Rosemary Recine, Robert Lynch, Joe 
Smith, and Angela Carrozzo 

We pray for those who are homebound: Esmerilda Hastings, Margaret Vaccaro, Lee 
Williams, Dorothy Dushin, Roberta Darrigrand; Jim, Marge, Deanna Ammirato , and 
Bill & Dorothy D'Amato.  

We pray for those for whom our prayers are asked, especially: Hudson Beauregard, Liz & 
Jeff Daniele, Andrew Tom, Rebecca, Vince Servio, Sarah Paruolo, Annaliese Haag, 
Gerald, Marilyn Griffin,  Paul Ruvo, Helene, Jason, Peter, Hannelore, Marina Brandt, 
Linda Hill, Carol White, Steven Schubert, Jeff and The Rt. Rev Andrew St. John  

We pray for Edwin Sanchez and the students at El Hogar School, and the American 
Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. 

We pray for those who have died, especially Barry Menuez and the 5.89 million world wide 
and over 950,000 in this country who have died from COVID-19 
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Silence  

Officiant: Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to 
ask only what accords with your will; and those .good things which we dare 
not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 Please greet one another with: 

THE PEACE  

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:            And also with you 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us; an offering and a 

  sacrifice to God. 

 Please join in singing: 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN #635            “If thou but trust” 

DOXOLOGY Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, you heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B  

In this prayer, the lines in bold are spoken by the People 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Priest inserts Proper Preface 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant Continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the 
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you..  
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me."  
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,   

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory again.  

Celebrant Continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever . AMEN.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
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  Please join in singing: 

THE COMMUNION HYMN #343     “Shepherd of Souls” 

 Please stand as you are able  

THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

All: Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that 

we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 

eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you 

have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 

Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with us all evermore . Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

  Please join in singing: 

THE CLOSING  HYMN #143; VS 1,4,&5 The Glory of these 40 Days 

THE DISMISSAL 

Deacon: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THRIFT SHOP:  The thrift shop IS OPEN—Saturdays from 10:00-2:00.  Come and see 
what is new.  Volunteers can sign up using the Sign Up Genius.  Follow this link.  

CONFIRMATION CLASS: our next class is on March  8th at 5:45PM. Please contact Mother 
Mary+ for more information 

ONLINE SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK:  Be sure to see St. John’s On-line Sunday School 
lessons on our website  Contact Mother Mary+ if you are interested in becoming one of 
our storytellers 

TUESDAY MORNING PRAYER 8:00AM Please consider beginning your day in prayer 
together. ZOOM link in TW@SJ or click here.  Meeting ID 847 0590 3160  

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY: 11:00AM; Please consider joining us on zoom.  Link in 
TW@SJ or click here.  Meeting ID 981708897 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST. JOHN’S STAFF:  

Rector:  The Rev. Mary B. Gregorius mothermarystjohns@gmail.com 
Deacon Emerita: The Rev. Deacon Lynn Werdal lynn.werdal@gmail.com 
Organist: Warren Blyden   quintiton@gmail.com 
Parish Administrator:  stjohnspleasantville@gmail.com 
Parish Bookkeeper: Megan Whalen  bookkeeper@stjohnspleasantville.com 
Administrative Warden: Debbie Paruolo dparuolo@aol.com 
Property Warden: 
Treasurer: Jeff DeWaters   jeffdewaters@mac.com  
Cantor:  Angela Berg                         
Vestry:  Jim Dirlam, Sarah Hoadley, Lynn Russell, Joan Scire-Vitkevich,  
  Philippa Seltzer-Muschko, John McAndrew 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C4BABAA2DA1FC1-stjohns
https://www.stjohnspleasantville.org/sunday-worship/sunday-school/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84705903160
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/981708897?pwd=YmlVWDgzZGxOWm9aRUZNUFMrckxnZz09
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